
 

PRESS RELEASE - COSTLY FERTILITY CONTROL A SLOW BURN TO EXTINCTION 

The Animal Protectors Alliance (APA) claims that the ACT government’s fertility 
control trials are nothing but a cynical ploy to accelerate the extinction of the 
ACT’s urban kangaroo population, while appearing to be looking for less inhumane 
solutions to a non-existent problem. 

Spokesperson Robyn Soxsmith explains, “The government knows perfectly well that 
kangaroos are slow breeders and that their killing program is already reducing the 
Canberra population four times faster than it can replace itself, even under the 
best natural conditions. 

“All the evidence shows this species to be in severe and steep decline - hardly 
surprising when you add vast scale of so-called ‘management culling’ to hunting 
for meat and skins, habitat loss and fragmentation, climate change, and road deaths.” 

APA’s concern is not only for the extinction of the kangaroos.  “Kangaroos are such 
a critical element of Australian ecosystems, their disappearance will be the tip of 
iceberg causing a cascade of extinctions among other native animals.” 

Ms Soxsmith points to the NSW government study showing a major bounce-back of 
populations of rare or threatened native reptiles in the nearby Queanbeyan Nature 
Reserve where kangaroos have never been culled.  This is in stark contrast to the 
ongoing decline of these same species in the ‘culled’ reserves of the Canberra 
Nature Park. 

Contact:  Robyn Soxsmith  Phone:  0424 191 561  email - chook_toad@hotmail.com 
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Canberra roo fertility trial costs $612,000, treats 135 kangaroos 
Kirsten Lawson 

Two-and-a-half years into the kangaroo fertility trial, the ACT government has 
spent about $600,000 to deliver a contraceptive to 135 kangaroos, and a placebo 
to 10 more. 

Most of the kangaroos - 81 of them - have been tranquillised and had the 
contraceptive injected by hand. 

LINK - http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/canberra-roo-fertility-trial-
costs-612000-treats-135-kangaroos-20170123-gtwzj3.html 

Kangaroos in Weston Park, Yarralumla, where the government has been conducting 
a kangaroo fertility trial. 

Another 54 have been vaccinated by dart shot by a government shooter, which is 
how it must be done if the method is to be used in the wild. 

But the government has struggled to find a way to vaccinate and mark the 
kangaroos at the same time. In February last year, the senior ecologist in charge of 
fertility program, Claire Wimpenny, said the dart was too heavy when vaccine and 
dye were in one shot. With the contraceptive in one chamber and the marker dye 
in another, the vaccine had to be shot either at close range or at speed, and when 
shot at speed it hit with too much force. 
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  ACT government to conduct kangaroo fertility trial  
  Canberra kangaroo cull to shoot 1600 animals, put others on pill  

So in mid 2016, 54 kangaroos were vaccinated by two shooters working together - 
synchronising their shots so one delivered the vaccine and the other the dye before 
the kangaroo was spooked and moved. But because the dart containing the vaccine 
and the dart containing the dye are different weights, they travel at different 
speeds, and Ms Wimpenny said the shooters had to work on "getting in sync”. 

"That did take a little bit of practice but by the end of it we had a pretty good 
system," she said. "We managed to have quite a high success rate." 

Both darts had hit a single kangaroo in about 75 per cent of the 54 cases. 
At one site, both shooters had hit the kangaroo in 80 per cent of cases. 

LINK - http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/canberra-roo-fertility-trial-
costs-612000-treats-135-kangaroos-20170123-gtwzj3.html 

Senior government ecologist Claire Wimpenny in Weston Park, where the 
government has been conducting a kangaroo fertility trial. Photo: Rohan Thomson 



With "further refinement and practice", that could be improved, making the two-
dart method feasible for treating wild populations. 

But Ms Wimpenny said delivering the vaccine and dye in separate darts was not 
ideal and the project still hoped to find a way of marking and vaccinating with one 
shot. 

"Hopefully between now and next deployment we would have a single system," she 
said. 

The next round of vaccination would be done mid-year, but meantime the budget 
for the fertility trial is coming to an end. 

The trial was announced by then minister Shane Rattenbury in early 2014 as a two-
year project to vaccinate 500 kangaroos. A year later, in early 2015, then minister 
Simon Corbell said field trials were about to begin on about 200 kangaroos, with a 
two-year budget of $530,000. 

Ms Wimpenny said in mid-2016, funding had been extended for a year, for a total 
over three years of $612,000 "plus some in-kind support". It is unclear what 
happens after June this year. 

In 2015, Mr Corbell said it was already well known that the contraceptive, 
GonaCon, was effective when administered by hand, rendering kangaroos infertile 
for up to six years. 

"Everyone understands GonaCon works when you inject it by hand, but the problem 
with that is you've got to subdue the kangaroo first," he said. "No one else has 
demonstrated the capacity to deliver GonaCon by dart.” 

Nevertheless, 81 of the trial kangaroos have been hand-injected. Ms Wimpenny 
said results from the first breeding year had shown it to be highly effective. 
Twenty-one of the hand-injected kangaroos hadn't reached breeding age when they 
were vaccinated, so the results from that cohort were not in. 

Of the remaining 60 hand-injected kangaroos, 52 animals did not breed in the first 
year after vaccination. Of the eight which did, most had very large pouch young 
when treated so were ready to breed again very soon and might have given birth 
before the vaccine had become fully effective, she said. 

All but one of the 10 placebo-injected animals had bred in the first year. 
The effectiveness of the first year of dart-delivered vaccine would not be known 
until later in the year when any young were born. 

Ms Wimpenny said there was "still a long way to go" before kangaroos could be 
vaccinated in the wild. 



GonaCon was yet to be registered for use in Canberra, other than for research. To 
get it registered, the dart-injected animals would need to be followed for four to 
five years. 

"If it works as well as hand injected, definitely we're on to a really good product, 
but it's too early to say," she said. "I believe that the delivery system is there and I 
think that we can get that side of it done, but whether or not the efficacy is there, 
I'm not willing to comment yet.” 

The trial is a collaboration with the CSIRO.


