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STATEMENT CONDEMNING 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 
SHOOTING OF OVER 4,000 KANGAROOS 

23 ORGANISATIONS HAVE CONDEMNED THE SHOOTING OF UP TO 4,076 KANGAROOS, AND AN 

UNREPORTED NUMBER OF JOEYS, IN AND AROUND AUSTRALIA’S BUSH CAPITAL, CANBERRA. 

***** 

We, the below undersigned, condemn the planned killing of 4,076 kangaroos, and their joeys, by the 

Australian Capital Territory government, and draw attention to the cruelty and suffering inflicted by 

these actions.  

This is occurring within a context of a global wildlife crisis with extinction looming for over one 

million species according to the United Nations latest comprehensive report on biodiversity. This echoes 

WWF’s 2018 report that shows that wildlife has declined by 60 percent between 1970 and 2014. 

Australia is responsible for the most severe loss of biodiversity, with 29 terrestrial endemic 

mammals now nationally extinct so far since European settlement in 1788.1 This represents almost half 

of global mammal extinctions in the last two hundred years. 

Right when global scientists have issued the strongest call yet to reverse “nature’s dangerous 

decline”, the ACT government is overseeing the cruel mass slaughter of over 4,000 kangaroos in 

Australia’s capital. 

This staggering level of suffering and loss of wildlife and their young is almost unthinkable. The actions 

by the ACT government, in a worsening climate and biodiversity crisis, belong to previous centuries. 

With another 4,076 kangaroos and their young to be killed on top of the effects of drought, fencing, 

domestic animal attacks, roadkill and ongoing habitat destruction in the ACT – and in a worsening climate 

and biodiversity crisis - the mass killing of Australia’s iconic species in our national capital must stop.  

END - SIGNATORIES ON FOLLOWING PAGE 

 

CONTACTS 

MAIN:      Evan Quartermain 0404 306 993 – Head of Programs, Humane Society International Australia  

POLITICS OF KANGAROOS:      Lee Rhiannon 0400 350 067 – former Greens Senator for NSW  

SCIENCE & DATA:      Ray Mjadwesch 0423 949 789 – Ecologist/Conservation Biologist - 2013/2014 Expert scientific 

witness ACT ACAT hearings  

ACT WITNESS: Robyn Soxsmith 0424 191 561 - Animal Protection Alliance - ACT kangaroo advocacy 

 

 

The Kangaroo Roundtable is a growing partnership of organisations originally convened by former Greens 

Senator Lee Rhiannon to coordinate increasing concerns by NGOs about the status of kangaroos.  Its open 

letter is hosted at www.kangaroomatters.org. 

                                                      
1 Woinarski et al (2014) 
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